HAM S AD HWAN I
Promoting Arts and Culture since 1990

About Hamsadhwani
HAMSADHWANI, a registered cultural organization
(under the Tamil Nadu Societies Act), was established
in the southern Adyar region of Chennai in the
year 1990 with the basic objective of propagating,
preserving and fostering Indian traditional music and
performing arts. It dedicates itself to promoting
and patronising all forms of the treasured Indian
traditional music, Carnatic and Hindustani, Indian
traditional dance, folks-music, stage-plays, literary
and spiritual discourses, etc. The organization was
inaugurated by the doyen of Carnatic Music Shri
Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer, in the august
presence of the distinguished Carnatic musician
Sangita Kalanidhi Smt D.K. Pattammal.
Situated in the heart of the southern district of
Chennai in Indira Nagar, Hamsadhwani has carved
a niche for itself as one of the most vibrant and active
cultural organizations, oﬀering to its 1000 odd
members a variety of programmes all through the
year. Hamsadhwani has been applauded for the
initiatives it has taken in oﬀering opportunities
to young and upcoming artistes for show-casing
their talent to a discerning audience. Hamsadhwani’s
year-round programmes of course also include a
wide range of celebrity artistes and senior Vidwans,
including from the North and other neighbouring
states. Hamsadhwani’s annual festival of music and
drama, a megavanza, is spread over a three-month
period between mid-January and mid-April, and is an
event that is keenly looked forward to.
Mr R. Ramachandran, popularly known as RRC, was
the founder-secretary of Hamsadhwani and was solely
instrumental in anchoring the organization on sound
principles of integrity, transparency and sincerity. By
virtue of the respect he enjoyed in the society and the
goodwill of the artistes fraternity, the organization’s
members and well-wishers, he was able to build the
organization rapidly to a stature comparable to that of
similar cultural organizations, established several
decades earlier.
We have had the privilege of presenting several
distinguished maestros under the Hamsadhwani
banner; these include, among several others,
Lalgudi Jayaraman, Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer,
Maharajapuram Santhanam, Hari Prasad Chaurasia,
Ustad Rashid Khan, Pandit Ajoy Chakravarthy,

D.K. Pattammal, Mandolin Srinivas, Umayalpuram
Sivaraman, Trichy Sankaran, M. Chandra Sekaran,
Flute N. Ramani, Dr. M Bala Murali Krishna and T.N.
Krishnan. All these artistes were deeply interested in
the growth and development of Hamsadhwani and
were proud to perform under its aegis.
Hamsadhwani has been a pioneer in conceiving and
implementing innovative programmes in keeping
with the contemporary trends with respect to choice
of artistes, concepts and themes. These include solo
unplugged performances sans accompanists, unique
combination of musical instruments such as for
instance piano with guitar, piano with nadhaswaram,
interactive thematic sessions, lectures on centuries
old temple architecture etc. Perhaps one of the most
widely acclaimed and talked about initiative of
Hamsadwhani pertains to the annual NRI festival to
which amateur artistes among the Indian diaspora in
several parts of the globe are invited to come and
perform for the Indian audience. This unique
opportunity has been greatly appreciated by the
Indian performing artistes living abroad.
Today Hamsadhwani stands tall among Chennai city’s
cultural organizations. It has the distinction of having
presented over the last 27 years since its inception
close to 1800 events covering the whole range of
India’s traditional music and performing arts, with
artistes drawn from the several regions of India
The organization conforms to all the statutory
requirements and it is managed by eminent art lovers
who are voluntary oﬃce-bearers and duly elected by
the members. Contributions made to Hamsadhwani
are exempt from tax under section 80 G.

About the Founder
Mr. R. Ramachndran, popularly known
as RRC, was born on January 1st 1924, in
Chennai. A respected journalist, he worked
for various newspapers including the Free
Press Journal, The Indian Express, The
Economic Times and The Hindu. He was an
ardent cricket player as well as a civic activist.
He was also a founding member of the Civic
Exnora movement in Chennai and served the
Tamil Nadu Cricket Association for many
years. He also served as the editor of Straight
Bat, a monthly cricket magazine. Post his
retirement, in August 1990, RRC's love
for music inspired him to establish
Hamsadhwani to promote arts and culture.
RRC was presented several awards including
the Kalaimamani award in 1999, by the Tamil
Nadu government, the Kala Sevak title of the
Maharajapuram Viswanatha Iyer Trust, and
the Sangita Seva Niratha by the Delhi Music
Trust, for his contribution and relentless
dedication towards the promotion of the arts.
RRC’s guiding principle and vision has set a
benchmark for the future growth of
Hamsadhwani.

Hams ad h wani Mu sic Sch o o l

Hamsadhwani Music School was born in 2000, and inaugurated by the doyen of Carnatic music Sri Semmangudi
Srinivasa Iyer. In the ﬁrst year there were over 100 students enrolled to learn vocal as well as instruments such as
keyborad, veena, violin etc. Today the school has over 100 students.

Hams ad h wani’ s Social s e rvi c e
Hamsadhwani is conscious of the gratitude it owes to the society. When earthquake hit Maharashtra, in 2000, a
Mandolin concert by U. Srinivas, was organized and a sum of Rs. 84,000 was collected and handed over to to Hon’ble
Chief Minister Shri Sharad Pawar at Mumbai by our Founder Secretary. While thanking the Secretary of
Hamsadhwani, Shri Sharad Pawar remarked that among the various contributions he had been receiving for
relief from various organizations, Hamsadhwani’s gesture was indeed precious because a South Indian organization
dedicated to Classical Carnatic Music did not forget their brethren in far away Maharashtra, Hamsadhwani also
collected and forwarded contributions from its members towards relief funds Rs.500,000 for the victims of Gujarat
quake and Tsunami.

Key Highlights
NRI Festival:
A free platform is oﬀered to
budding NRI artists. This is to aid the inclusive
approach to keep the traditional art form
nurtured across all geographies
The Tenth Anniversary of Hamsadhwani in
2000 was a grand celebration principally sponsored by Reliance Industries. Under the banner
of Hamsadhwani and “Only Vimal”, seven major
events were organized with celebrity artistes
drawn from the whole of India. These included
Hari Prasad Chaurasia, Ajoy Chakrabarthy,
Ustad Rashid Khan, Sangita Kalanidhi D.K.
Pattammal (together with her daughter and
grand-daughter – artistes from three generations), Mandolin Srinivas, folks-music from
Madurai University and a musical-discourse on
Bharat Ratna M.S. Subbulakshmi by Revathi
Shankar.
Annual Festival of Music and Drama: This
annual festival spread over 12 weeks is a major
event in the calendar of Hamsadhwani. Close to
50 programmes including ten stage-plays are
presented. Each of these programmes is well
attended by the members of Hamsadhwani and
residents of greater Adyar. Customarily
renowned senior artistes such as Bombay
Jayashree,
Sudha
Raghunathan,
Sanjay
Subramaniam, T.M. Krishna, Aruna Sairam, Prof.
T.N. Krishnan, T.V. Sankaranarayanan, N. Ravi
Kiran, O.S. Thyagarajan, S. Sowmya, Ranjani and
Gayathri, Nithyashree Mahadevan, T.N. Seshagopalan,
Prof. TVG, Ganesh and Kumaresh,
Lalgudi Krishnan and Vijaya Lakshmi, Abishek
Raghuram, Vishaka Hari, Gayathri Venkat
raghavan, P. Unni Krishnan, Neyveli Santhana
Gopalan, apart from numerous young and
upcoming and junior artistes participate in this
festival.
Hamsadhwani’s programme spectrum also
includes literary, spiritual and religious
discourses as well as special lectures on ancient
temple architecture. Renowned Harikatha
exponents such as T.N. Seshagopalan, Aravamudhachariyar, Ananthapadmanabhachariyar,

Vishaka Hari, Ilampirai Manimaran, Sudha Seshayyan and others have enthralled Hamsadhwani
audience on several occasions.

Hamsadhwani organizes special days for paying
tributes to the Music Trinity and Composer Sri
Purandaradasa. Also events commemorating the
centenary years of former Vidwans and Vidhushis is
a regular feature of Hamsadhwani.

Homage to Bharath Ratna Smt M.S. Subbulakshmi –
progammes for the entire year 2005 and our annual
festival were dedicated to the memory of Smt
Subbulakshmi. The inaugural guitar-sitar jugalbhdandi by Dr Kamala Shankar and Rajeev Janardhan
was a spectacular highlight. Dr Geetha Kasthuri
presented a dance ballet titled: “Isai Arasikku oru
Isai Anjali”.

Meenakshi Hariharan Trust: This endowment trust
is created in memory of his wife by one of our foremost patrons – late Shri M.R. Hariharan. The corpus
is meant for Hamsadhwani to organize commemorative concerts as tributes to Shri Purandara Dasa,
Dikshithar and
K.V.
Narayanaswamy; also
programmes organized as part of Hamsadhwani’s
Guru-Sishya-Parampara (including a token cashaward to indigent artistes) are ﬁnanced from this
endowment.

St Thyagaraja Aradhana: Every year in January
Hamsadhwani organizes a grand Aradhana for Saint
Composer Thyagaraja in association with the Lions
Club International. A large number of senior and
junior artistes render the Pancharatna Kritis on the
occasion to a packed audience.

As a socially conscious organization, Hamsadhwani
has been in the forefront of demonstrating solidarity
with victims of natural calamities such as the
Maharashtra and Gujarat quakes and Tsunami.
Funds collected from our members and the
organization’s well-wishers were forwarded to the
respective nodal agency.

Dance & Drama: Hamsadhwani has presented senior
dancers like Pandit Birju Maharaj, Dr. Vyjayantimala Bali, Dhananjayans, Chitra Vishwesaran,
Radha, C.V. Chandrasekhar, Roja Kannan, Leela
Samson, Urmila Sathyanarayana, Radhika
Shurajit, Sheela Unnikrishnan. All the stage
veterans have participated and presented three
dramas including Crazy Mohan, S.Ve. Sekar, Y.Gee.
Mahendra, Kathadi Ramamurthy, T.V. Varadharajen.
Also Hamsadhwani was the ﬁrst sabha to present
English Theatre and featured P.C. Ramakrishana’s
play
.
Hamsadhwani celebrated its 20th year with a
unique event of lauding the services of other
cultural organisations in Chennai which had
completed 50 year and more of dedicated work to
promote art and culture.

Hamsadhwani Silver Jubilee: Apart from grand
celebration of its 25th year in chennai Hamsadhwani
presented programs jointly with other cultural
organisation in Mumbai and Delhi. In Delhi Shri
Tarun Vijay, M.P and Union Minister Shri Ravi
Shankar Prasad participated and paid tributes to
Hamsadhwani and its founder R. Ramachandran for
its contribution in promoting art and culture.
Hamsadhwani had the unique honour and privilege
to be part of the Thirukural event conducted in the
Parliament of India which was graced by Union
Ministers and Members of Parliament from all the
political parties. Mohan Parasaran, R Sundar and K. V.
Narayan spoke in the Parliament on this occasion.

Hamsadhwani Distinguished Citizen of the Year Award
YEAR

AWARDEE

PROFESSION

2004

Dr. V. Shanta

Chairperson, Adayar Cancer Institute

2005

M.B. Nirmal

Founder, EXNORA

2006

Dr. S.S. Badrinath

Founder, Sankara Nethralaya

2007

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan

Agricultural Scientist

2008

Dr. M.S. Ananth

Director IIT Madras

2009

S. Krishnaswamy

Film Maker

2010

Mrs Y.G. Parthasarathy &

Educationist

Mr S. P. Ambrose

Founder, Adyar Times

2011

K. Balachander

Film Director

2012

Dr. Meena Muthiah

Philanthropist & Educationist

2013

K. Parasaran

Former Attorney General of India

2014

Dr. A. Sivathanu Pillai

Scientist

2016

R.K. Raghavan

Former Director of CBI

2017

Dr. Rajan Ravichandran

Nephrologist

Hamsadhwani R.Ramachandran Award of Excellence
(Given to Organisation that renders selﬂess service to Society)
Year

Awardee Organisation

2008

The Hindu

2009

The Amar Seva Sangham

2010

The Voluntary Health Services (VHS)

2011

Vishranti

2012

Akshya Trust, Madurai

2013

The Madras Sanskrit College

2014

Ramana Sunritya Aalaya (RASA)

2015

Sruti Magazine

2016

Ramakrishna Math, Chennai

2017

Kalki Group of Publications

2018

Kalakshetra Foundation

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEMBERS:
PATRON-IN-CHIEF:
Mohan Parasaran
PRESIDENT:
Ramnath S. Mani
VICE PRESIDENTS:
M. Murali
Rachana Kumar
V.V. Sundaram &
P.R.K.B. Srinivasa Deviah
SECRETARIES:
R. Sundar
T.R. Gopalan &
K.V. Narayan
ASSISTANT SECRETARY:
M. Radhakrishnan
TREASURER:
N. Ramakrishnan

Allie d obj e ct i ve s
In addition to the core activities of Hamsadhwani as described above, the organization
also engages in the following :
E Help indigent senior vidwans, Theatre artistes, musicologists and scholars with
ﬁnancial support to the extent possible.
E Oﬀer scholarships to boys and girls from economically weaker sections of the
society to help them pursue their interest in arts and culture.
E Help facilitate a greater appreciaton of Carnatic music and Hindustani music, and
to help organize regular concerts of south Indian artistes for north-Indian
audiences and vice versa.
E Foster traditional art forms such as Folk-music, Namasankeerthanam, Harikatha,
Nadhaswaram, folk-arts, Bhajans, etc.
E Organise debates, lectures and discussions on topics of current interest, including
traditional music and performing arts.
E Liaise and coordinate with amateur Indian artistes amongst the Indian diaspora
abroad for the purpose of spreading and propagating Indian traditional music and
culture.
E Work in cooperation with universities and other cultural organizations in the
promotion and preservation of traditional Indian arts.
E To have a dedicated auditorium complex catering to several of the above said
purposes.

Su pport Us
Hamsadhwani welcomes ﬁnancial support from members and all art loving
patrons /rasikas through Donations and Endowment. We solicit the support of
corporate and business houses to preserve and foster Indian tradition and
culture.

Contact: No. 2, 8th Lane, Indira Nagar, Adyar, Chennai - 600 020, Tamilnadu, India.
Ph: +91 99629 84038 | Email: hamsadhwani90@vsnl.net | Website: www.hamsadhwani.net

